20         DEFINITION OF SACERDOTALISM.
hold this confessional ordinance to he of occasional and not of universal obligation, and so would add to the flaws inherent in the Eomish system a palpahle logical inconsistency. For if such an ordinance for the forgiveness of sins exist at all, it must "be applicable to all cases in which sins exist, that is everywhere. The only case in which it could be dispensed with is where there is no sin, that is5 nowhere.1
(D)   SACERDOTALISM.
That Eitualists hold what is called Sacerdotalism, and regard it as one of the essential points of their position, is admitted or implied in the Correspondence before us. The term sacerdotalism is somewhat vague, but I think I shall not misrepresent its adherents if I assume that, a$ used by them, it involves the following points :
1.  That the second  order of the clergy (the Fres-byterate) have, on admission to their ministerial office, the power conferred upon them of working a miracle in the Consecration Prayer at Holy Communion, whereby the Lord himself is incorporated in, or associated with the sacramental elements of bread and wine.
2.  That they also then receive the further privilege of offering up to God in those consecrated elements, and by the very words of consecration, a sacrifice of our Lord, or of His sacred body, or a sacrifice of His sacrifice (even those who hold and teach the doctrine find it difficult to express it intelligibly); and that by this official act of him who administers the Holy Communion, and whom they erroneously style the Celebrant, our Lord's oblation OB the cross is virtually consummated, by being applied with all the accompanying benefits  of His passion to  each individual Christian present at the service.
1 See Confession, Chaps, iv, and x,